
	

Breaking	ECD	News

Minister	of	Social
Development	and	MECs	in

High	Court	on	7th	and	8th

October
	

On	7th	and	8th	October,	SA

Childcare	and	7	others	from	all

across	South	Africa	are	taking

the	Minister	of	Social

Development	back	to	court.

This	time	her	MECs	will	also	be

called	to	account.	One	of	the

issues	before	the	court	is	the

withholding	of	subsidies	by	the

Department	of	Social

Development	which	feed

young,	vulnerable	children	and

babies	at	early	childhood

development	centres	in	the

poorest	areas	of	South	Africa.

	

Despite	undertakings	in	her

COVID	lockdown	regulations	to

pay	subsidies	to	the	centres

during	lockdown,	the	Minister

and	all	the	MECs	except	the

MEC	in	the	Western	Cape	have

failed	to	pay	the	subsidies	that

were	earmarked	to	feed	and

care	for	700	000	of	the	most

vulnerable	young	children.	In

the	Eastern	Cape	the	ECD

practitioners	and	the	children

that	they	feed	are	literally

starving.	Food	parcels	haven’t

reached	them	and	without	the

intervention	of	Rhodes

University	they	would	have	no

food	at	all.	The	Department	of

Social	Development	subsidizes

feeding	schemes	for	little

children,	which	continued	in

the	Western	Cape	during

lockdown	as	per	lockdown

regulations,	but	in	the	Eastern

Cape	the	centres	haven’t

received	one	cent	of	their

conditional	grant	money	since

January.	This	is	in	an	area

where	children	were

experiencing	severe

malnutrition	and	stunting

before	lockdown.	The	meals

the	babies	and	small	children

received	at	the	centres	were

often	their	only	food	for	the	day.

In	court	papers	the	Eastern

Cape	MEC	alleges	that	she

has	paid	a	portion	of	the

subsidy,	but	the	Reverend

Magadla	(representing	320

centres	across	the	Eastern

Cape)	says	the	centres	haven’t

received	anything,	despite

numerous	assurances	that	the

subsidies	will	be	forthcoming.

Without	the	subsidies	they

cannot	open,	and	thousands	of

children	remain	neglected	and

hungry.

The	applicants	in	Kwa	Zulu

Natal,	the	Feed	the	Babies

Fund,	are	unable	to	get	the

food	they	provide	to	babies	and

small	children	at	centres	in	the

rural	areas	because	the

Department	of	Social

Development

officials	have	threatened	the

ECD	centres	with	jail	time,	and

have	even	torn	up	their

registration	certificates,

intimidating	and	frightening

them	in	order	to	keep	them

closed.The	babies	in	the

program	can’t	get	their	food	and

the	centres	are	desperate.

In	Soshanguve	in	Gauteng,	the

Department	has	withheld

subsidies	from	hundreds	of

ECD	centres	because	of

anadministrative	glitch

regarding	their	health

certificates,	leaving	about

20	000	vulnerable	babies	and

small	children	neglected	and

hungry.	The	problems	with	the

health	certificates	can’t	be	fixed

while	government	is	partially

functioning	during	lockdown,

and	there’s	no	hope	that	the

subsidies	will	get	to	the	children

in	the	foreseeable	future	unless

a	judge	intervenes.

Across	the	country	officials

have	utilized	the	COVID

Directions	issued	by	the

Minister	of	Social	Development

to	keep	centres	closed.	The

Directions	are

confusing,	complex	and	impose

enormous	recurring	costs	on

centres,	which	after	6	months	of

closure,	with	no	fees,	can

barely	survive.	After	months	of

silence,	the	Minister	used

Directions	to	impose	a	massive

registration	drive	on	the	sector,

using	COVID	as	a	method	of

intimidation	and	coercion	when

what	the	sector	desperately

needs	is	support.	The

applicants	have	asked	the

judge	to	declare	these

provisions	unconstitutional	and

to	make	an	order	declaring	that

only	the	Childrens	Act	can	be

used	for	registration	purposes,

not	regulations	designed	to

combat	a	pandemic.

By	the	Minister’s	own

admission	in	court	papers,

nutritional	subsidies	were

withheld	in	multiple	provinces

because	children	should	have

been	cared	for	by	their	families.

These	are	the	same	children

who	had	been	identified	by	a

means	test	as	being	the	ones

whose	families	could

specifically	not	care	for	or	feed

sufficiently	before	lockdown.

But	yet,	they	were	deprived	of

feeding	and	support	at	a	time

when	the	whole	country	was

experiencing	shockwaves	of

hunger	and	unemployment.	

The	second	wave	of	the	NIDS-

CRAM	data	was	released	on	30

September	and	it	paints	a	bleak

picture	for	the	ECD	sector.	The

report	shows

that	by	the	end	of	July,	the

sector	was	operating	at	less

than	a	quarter	of	its	pre-

lockdown	levels	and	only	5%	of

the	children	who	used	to	attend

ECD	programmes	are	back	at

centres.Without	any

government	support,	along	with

withholding	of	subsidies,

intimidation	and	onerous

regulations,	the	numbers

haven’t	improved.	55%	of

centres	remain	temporarily

closed	and	14%	of	centres

have	permanently	closed	their

doors.	Children	can’t	access

the	centres	because

overwhelmingly	the	centres

remain	closed	despite	a	high

court	decision	on	6	July	that

they	could	reopen.	The	data

shows	that	1.5	million	children

who	used	to	attend		ECD

programmes	can	no	longer

access	the	centres.	To	quote	Dr

Gabrielle	Wills,	one	of	the

researchers	on	the	study,“The

temporary	closure	of	ECD

programmes	doesn’t	only	affect

child	care;	it	has	far-reaching

implications	for	child

development,	job	losses	in	the

sector	and	government

spending.	Quite	simply,	SA

cannot	afford	to	have	this	sector

fold.	A	swift	intervention	is

needed	to	save	it,	and	limit	the

ripple	effect	of	programme

closures	on	multiple	layers	of

society.”

	

The	Minister	will	have	to

account	for	her	role	and	that	of

her	MECs	in	this	tragedy	before

court	next	week.

	

The	applicants	in	the	case	are:

SA	Childcare,	represented	by

Anton	and	Arno	van	der	Mewer

Centre	for	Early	Childhood

Development,	represented	by

Prof	Eric	Atmore

Reverend	Magadla

representing	Eastern	Cape

ECDs

Soshanguve	Forum	(Gauteng)

Bonang	Day	Care

Busy	Bee	Creche

Feed	the	Babies	Fund

The	Communities	and

Responsible	Care	Organisation

	

Expert	evidence:

Prof	Atmore,	Prof	Mark

Tomlinson,	Prof	Servaas	van

der	Berg,	Prof	Jeremy

Seekings,	Prof	Peter	Cooper,

Ms	Gerda	Kriel

	

Counsel:	Adv.	Lourens

Attorneys:	Antonie	van	Wyk,

Elisabeth	van	Wyk

(Administrative	Law

Consultant)

Van	Wyk	and	Associates

	

Click	to	view	this	document	on	our	website

	

	

We	have	a	new	challenge	for
pre-schools	this	October.

#preschoolspekboomchallenge
	

1.	Take	a	small	piece	of	Spekboom

2.	Leave	it	to	dry	for	a	couple	of	days

3.	Plant	it	in	a	small	pot	with	potting	soil

4.	Take	a	photo,	share	the	photo	and	tag

a	friend	to	challenge

5.	Use	the	#	tag

#preschoolspekboomchallenge

Let's	see	which	pre-school	plants	the

most.

Read	more	about	this	wonderful	plant

and	its	benefits	here

https://www.samara.co.za/.../five-things-

didnt-know.../

	

SA	Childcare	Association	Members;
Remember	to	use	your	benefits!

	

	 	

New	Membership	Benefit	(Full
members	only)

	
Let	us	help	you	with	your	registration:

	

1.	 Pay	a	deposit	of	R625.00	in	2020	–	We

will	start	your	process	and	give	you	your

“Proof	of	Process”	letter.

2.	 Pay	R625.00	end	of	January	2021.

3.	 1st	instalment	of	R1	250.00	will	start	end

of	February	2021	for	7	months.	(Please

complete	mandate:

https://sachildcare.net/debit-authority/)

	
What	is	a	full	member?
	
A	full	member	is	a	paying	member	or	a	member
who	sent	in	a	completed	debit	order	mandate.
	
If	you	want	to	become	a	full	member,	please	click
the	link	below	to	complete	your	mandate:
	
https://sachildcare.net/debit-authority/

	
For	more	information	email
maxie@sachildcare.net

	 	

You	can	advertise	your	school
events:

Fundraisers
Concert
Open	days
Any	special	event

Full	member	can	advertise	free
of	charge!

Click	here	to	register	and	choose	your	package

Provisional	and	Non-members	-	Packages	to	choose	from:

	 	

Improved!

Umbilically	App	now	released	with	improved	COVID-19
screening	functionality.	Umbilically	App	can	save	you
both	time	and	money.	Find	out	more	by	clicking	here:	
https://www.sachildcare.net/umbilically	or	email
info@umbilically.com

	

Training	dates

Please	book	on	our	website,	just	click	on	the	links.
Prices	from	R260	per	person.

	

Basic	Food
Handling	and
Hygiene

17	October

09:00

https://sachildcare.net/.../basic-food-handling-and.../

Basic	Fire	Safety 17	October

11:30	

https://sachildcare.net/.../basic-fire-safety-training.../

FREE	Umbilically
App	Training

17	October

14:00

https://sachildcare.net/product/umbilically-app-training/

Basic	First	Aid
and	Covid-19
Awareness

31	October

09:00

https://sachildcare.net/.../basic-first-aid-and-covid-19.../

Basic	Fire	Safety
Training

31	October

12:00

https://sachildcare.net/.../basic-fire-safety-training.../

	

Please	book	on	our	website,	just	click	on	the	links.
Prices	from	R351	per	person.

	

Preschool	Health	&
Safety	(Childcare
Worker	505)

24	October

09:00

Germiston

	

https://sachildcare.net/.../preschool-health-safety.../

	

	

Parents	as	Clients	–
(BETA	201)
	

24	October

12:00

Germiston

	

https://sachildcare.net/.../parents-as-clients-24-

october/

	

ECD	Educator
	

31	October

09:00

Germiston

	

https://sachildcare.net/.../ecd-educator-october-

germiston/

	

Videos
	

	

	

	

	

Classroom	rules

Preschool	Lesson	|	"How	to
be	a	Good	Friend"

The	Planting	Song	

SA	Childcare	Success	Academy	2020/21

Enrolment	exclusive	for	owners	of	Platinum	member	Schools.

1	November	2020	to	31	October	2021
Become	part	of	the	inner	circle

Leadership	Training

Business	counsel

Monthly	Webinar

Video	conferences	etc.

Contact	the	Head	Office	for	more	info

012	520	5012	/	association@sachildcare.net
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